HE Mr Geoff Tooth, Australian High Commissioner

Talking points for CABI Workshop - Closing Event; 2 December 2011
Venue: ICRAF Headquarters.
· Good afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen.

· The Australian Government is proud to have partnered with The Crawford Fund in support of the Master Class on Plant Health.
· Australia was able to support the Master Class on Plant Health with funding available from the Australia-Africa Community Grants Scheme.  This is a highly competitive grants scheme and only a small proportion of proposals submitted receive funding.  The Master Class was selected for funding from over 100 proposals received this year.  This demonstrates the high value that the Australian Government places on work such as this and the high regard in which we hold CABI and the partner organisations associated with this event.   
· The course was delivered by some of the best in the field - including
· CABI Plantwise staff 
· lead diagnostic experts from the Australian Cooperative Research Centre for National Plant Biosecurity (CRCPB) – Dr. Gary Kong and Dr. Michael Thomson, 
· staff from the Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS) and 
· staff from the Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI). 

· I understand that 10 African countries have been represented – Zimbabwe, Cote d’Ivoire, Mozambique, DRC, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Zambia, Kenya and Uganda.  I am sure that all participants have learned a lot from the formal instruction and from the opportunities to interact with each other and share experiences.
· Australia was pleased to be able to support this initiative in part because it complements a number of large agriculture and food security initiatives that Australia is supporting in Africa.
· I recently returned from accompanying leaders from 3 of the countries represented by participants at today’s Workshop (Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda) to the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Perth Australia.  There were some very big announcements on food security.  The Commonwealth leaders committed to the Perth Declaration on Food Security Principles which outlined the importance of reducing barriers to trade in agriculture and commits all countries to improve agricultural productivity.  For Australia’s part we backed this announcement up with some significant new funding ($46.8 million) for the Australian Food Security Initiative which involves:

· The establishment of an Australian International Centre for Food Security ($36.8 million over four years);

· Funding for the African Enterprise Challenge Fund Research into Business window ($10 million over four years); and 

· Funding for the establishment of an international conference, to be held in Australia in 2012, on Food Security in Africa: Bridging Research and Practice.
· These initiatives starkly illustrate the strength of the Australian Government’s commitment to working with African governments, the private sector, research institutions, farmers groups and civil society to improve food security, nutrition and incomes through agriculture.
· We do this because Australia has much in common with Africa and consequently has a lot of valuable skills and experience to offer.  Our continents share dry and unpredictable climates, often poor-quality soils, challenging landscapes and vast distances.  In response to these challenges Australia has built considerable scientific and technical expertise in agricultural productivity and trade.  We are already sharing these skills with a number of key partners in Africa.

· In total Australia is providing more than $100 million to improve food security across the continent to 2013.  
· Specifically, this funding is being used to further agricultural research and development across the continent; to increase market access for rural farmers; and to support social safety nets programs that will help the most vulnerable people become resilient to food insecurity through risks and shocks.

· The Australian Government’s aid agency, AusAID, is working in partnership with Australian-based research organizations such as Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (CSIRO) and the Australian Center for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) to deliver these initiatives.  
· CSIRO and ACIAR are in turn partnering with African regional research institutions such as 
· Biosciences Eastern and Central Africa (BecA), 
· West and Central African Council of Agricultural Research and Development (CORAF/WECARD), 
· the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT) and National Agricultural Research Systems (NARS).

· The collaboration with institutions is a great opportunity for Australian scientists to share their wealth of experience with African scientists to accelerate agricultural growth and reduce poverty and hunger. This initiative and engagement aligns with the AU’s initiative of Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Program (CAADP). 
· I hope the knowledge that has been shared will translate to sustainable solutions for farmers and rural communities.
· Looking forward, CABI’s national and national and regional approach to plant health ‘knowledge bank’ and support for training and building farmer capacity will, I hope,  leverage regional coordination and harmonization of policies associated with food security and regional trade promotion.
· I would like to conclude by reiterating the Australian Government’s pride in the partnership and collaboration between AusAID and CABI in leveraging ongoing engagements of reducing poverty and hunger in Africa.  
· Thank you.

